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here is something particularly

appealing about nautical shops.

Be it a well stocked chandlery, a

mar bookshop or ‘an

Aladdin’s Cave full of
secondhand goodies, I just cannot resist the
temptation to browse amon
fascinating items on display. It was,
therefore, with particular pleasure that I
accepted an invitation to visit a nautical
shop with a difference: the London
showrooms of Seaborne Interiors Ltd, a
company which specialises in salvaging the
furnitur fittings and artefacts of
commercial ships destined for the breakers’
yard.

Situated in Ivory House at St Katharine’s
Dock, near the Tower of London, the etting
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magnificent vessels were being un-
ceremoniously scrapped. With the breakers’
yards interested only in the value of the
scrap metal involved, most of the furniture
and fittings were usually destroyed. This
often included many beautiful'items of
furniture such as tables, chairs, beds and
bunks, writing desks and sideboards
(generally in solid teak or m
together i
compasses, shij
and fittings all made by skilled craftsm
and very often works of art in their o
right.
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Left: The front entrance to Seaborne Interior's
London showrooms in St. Katharine's Dock.

Above: Alongside the large furniture pieces, smaller
items, every bit as interesting, jostle for position.
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they can be offered for sale. Ships are
usually in a run-down state by the time
they are scrapped, so fixtures and fittings
invariably need some degree of renovation
! lem to pristine condition.
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in oil and watercolour are also on
as are original commercial shipping
These have proved so popular that
Seaborne Interiors Ltd now works to
commission and f:ri]l i|;v:::td\nce a
“personalised” poster for any individual or d
esptzblishment. Incidentally, this customised
service also extends to making silk cushions
with suitably nautical motifs. L
Finally, although most of the items in the
shop are comparatively old and
showrooms have the air of an antique s
Seabourne Interiors Ltd also
comprehensive range of new
nautical fittings, many
oduced exclusi




